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DO NOT DEPOSIT SNOW ON THE ROAD  

BYLAW INFORMATION  
The City of Dryden Department of Public Works would like to remind residents and business owners 
that it is illegal to deposit snow and ice onto the roadway or sidewalk while clearing private driveways 
or private parking lots.  
 
Bylaw § 170-6, Depositing of snow or ice 
 

A. No person shall deposit or cause to be deposited snow or ice accumulations on lands 
that may create a health, safety or accident hazard. 

B. No person shall deposit or cause to be deposited snow or ice from private lands onto 
public lands. 

 
This bylaw covers the direct actions of residents and the actions of residents enacted through their 
agents, most typically contracted snow removal services. It includes when driveway snow has been 
pushed onto the sidewalk, out into the roadway at the edge or carried across the roadway to the 
opposite side. Public lands include the highway, sidewalk, boulevard and Right of Way. Deposit of 
snow on the roadway is also directly addressed in the Highway Traffic Act and is a serious provincial 
offence: 

 
181 No person shall deposit snow or ice on a roadway without permission in writing so to do 
from the Ministry or the road authority responsible for the maintenance of the road.  R.S.O. 
1990, c. H.8, s. 181. 
 
The City of Dryden Department of Public works is the agent of the Road Authority within the city 
limits. 
 
Depositing snow on the roadway impacts snow clearing operations and is a serious health and safety 
concern. Snow clearing equipment is ‘pushed around’ by piles of snow left in the roadway, parking 
lane or sidewalk. The side shifting of the equipment when it encounters hard banks of deposited snow 
in the roadway is uncontrolled motion and occurs at travelling speed. It is a dangerous situation and 
must be avoided to ensure that operations can proceed safely and quickly. 
 
By pushing snow out into the roadway, you are risking your own health and safety. Road crews 
working on the road have the benefit of Beacons, Flashers, Hi-Visibility paint, Prior Public Notice and 
the protection of training and education to work on the roadway. In most cases, residential clearers do 
not. 
 
Depositing of snow on the road or sidewalk also creates safety concerns for other residents of the 
City of Dryden using the road or sidewalk. Impeding traffic or pedestrian traffic flow by narrowing 
roadways, sidewalks or otherwise blocking traffic or pedestrian traffic from its intended normal use 
can bring third party liability on the party depositing snow on roadway or sidewalk. Snow clearers 
should be aware there is potential for liability if an accident were to be caused by their actions. 
 
Finally, being a good neighbor means being conscious of the impact of snow storage. Placing your 
cleared driveway snow on the property of your neighbor or causing your neighbor to be ‘filled in’ by 
operations with plowed snow can lead to dispute between neighbors, who are also managing their 
own property. 
 
The Public Works Department would like to thank Dryden Residents for their cooperation, hard work, 
dedication and patience in snow clearing. In a perfect world, the beauty of our northern winters would 
not come with the weight of the snow. 


